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THE 19th ANNUAL KUNG PAO KOSHER COMEDY™

 Jewish comedy on Christmas in a Chinese Restaurant (where else?)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 — SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2011
• Fri, Dec 23 & Sat, Dec 24: Dinner Show @ 6pm • Cocktail Show @ 9:30pm
•Sun, Dec 25 (Early Bird): Dinner Show @ 5pm • Cocktail Show @ 8:30pm

New Asia Restaurant, 772 Pacific Ave., San Francisco’s Chinatown

•ELAYNE BOOSLER (Politically Incorrect; Comic Relief)
•Avi Liberman (Comedy Central; E!)
•Jeff Applebaum (Late, Late Show with Craig Ferguson)
•Lisa Geduldig (Kung Pao creator, producer, host)

Partial Proceeds Benefit: 
JFCS’ L'Chaim Adult Day Health Care Center AND Muttville Senior Dog Rescue
San Francisco, CA… Jewish comedy on Christmas in a Chinese restaurant! Now celebrating its 19th year, Kung Pao Kosher Comedy™ has been answering the age-old question, “What are Jews supposed to do on Christmas?” since 1993. What started out as a joke by local stand up comic, Lisa Geduldig, has become an institution in San Francisco, giving over 2000 comedy aficionados and those escaping “Christmas-mania” an annual reprieve from “I’m Dreaming of A White Christmas.” It’s the Bar Mitzvah you never had; and you don’t have to be Jewish to enjoy it. Since its inception, Kung Pao has catered to over 40,000 attendees, has served that many fortune cookies with Yiddish proverbs, had one couple who had been together for 20 years get married after the show by a rabbi they met at their table that night, and has had one service animal rooster brought to the show.
Kung Pao Kosher Comedy™ was created in 1993 by accident by comedian Lisa Geduldig, who went to perform in South Hadley, Massachusetts at what she thought was going to be a comedy club. She arrived only to discover that The Peking Garden Club was actually a Chinese Restaurant, not a comedy club. Her ironic experience of telling Jewish jokes at a Chinese restaurant led to the creation of Kung Pao, which began as a community service for Jews stuck on Christmas with nothing to do but hide under the covers or go to a Chinese restaurant. The audience has since expanded to include Chinese-Jewish couples, interfaith ones, singles, families, gays, straights, those far from home, those traveling from Europe who find out about the show from the internet, and those who not only are seeking an alternative to Christmas alienation but who are also comedy fans. One of Kung Pao’s claims to fame is that Henny Youngman performed his last shows there in 1997. The show has been covered by The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, NPR…
There are 6 shows over the course of 3 days: an early Dinner Show and a later Cocktail Show each day. Seating is at tables of 10, Chinese banquet-style. The Dinner Show features a 7-course dinner. Veggie egg rolls are served at The Cocktail Show. All ages are welcome, except for screaming babies, please and thank you.

Kung Pao features 4 Jewish comedians. This year’s headliner is ELAYNE BOOSLER (Politically Incorrect; Comic Relief). Also appearing: Avi Liberman (Comedy Central; E!); Jeff Applebaum (The Late, Late Show with Craig Ferguson); and hostess Lisa Geduldig.

Comedians’ Bios:

ELAYNE BOOSLER is a comedian, writer, and animal activist best known for her thoughtful and feisty political humor and her love of baseball and animals which all share a large part of her act. For the past 38 years, she has seemingly appeared on every talk show ever on TV, has produced and written 5 one-hour Showtime comedy specials, written and directed 2 movies for Cinemax, appeared on Comic Relief for many years and on Politically Incorrect over 30 times. She has been a frequent guest star on sitcoms including The Cosby Show, Dr. Katz, Duckman, and Sisters. She is a much sought-after host and performer for benefits, fundraisers, concerts and events around the country. Her name has been a clue in crossword puzzles over 25 times since 1994 (half of which were in the New York Times), the most recent being 46-down in The NY Times on September 12, 2011. 
In 1985, Elayne financed her own comedy special “Party of One” when cable TV stations would not let a female stand up have a TV special. The success of that show blew open the gates of comedy for women. Recently, she was the permanent guest host on Stephanie Miller’s radio show for two years and hosted the TV game show “Balderdash” in 2005-2006. She is a frequent guest on The Joy Behar Show and has traveled the world doing stand up from Las Vegas to The London Palladium to The White House Press Correspondent’s Dinner for President Clinton to clubs and theaters everywhere. She has performed for the Queen of England as well as the President and Congress at Ford’s Theater. Elayne moderated the Democratic Presidential Candidates Debate on C-Span for NOW and is very active in women’s and political issues. 

Elayne has written for TV, print and film; a large body of her work can be found on the Huffington Post: www.huffingtonpost.com/elayne-boosler - She is currently performing shows and working on several writing projects including a book that will be released early next year, along with a boxed set of her specials and a new tour. Elayne has been involved in hands-on animal rescue and advocacy since 1996, and in 2001 she founded and runs her own nationwide animal rescue and advocacy non-profit organization, “Elayne Boosler’s Tails of Joy” which has saved thousands of animals and advocated for better treatment of them throughout the world. www.tailsofjoy.net - Her web site: www.Elayne Boosler.com
AVI LIBERMAN was born in Israel, raised in Texas, went to college in New York, and now lives in Los Angeles. His comedy style is a combination of life experiences and topical issues told through a varied blend of characters and voices with worldwide expertise. Avi has performed stand up on “The Late, Late Show with Craig Ferguson,” Comedy Central's "Premium Blend" and "Make Me Laugh" as well as "Friday Night!" His acting credits include "Dave's World,” “Boston Common,” and “Andytown U.S.A.” Avi is a frequent guest on E! on their very popular countdown series. He has also guest starred on "Movies at Our House," and has shot a pilot titled "Through the Keyhole.” Avi has also appeared in commercials for Mercedes, LA Cellular, Miller Lite, Starbucks, and Net Zero. He has appeared at the Montreal Just for Laughs Festival. Since 2001, Avi has been organizing the widely acclaimed bi-annual "Comedy for Koby” stand up comedy tours in Israel; all of the proceeds are donated to the Koby Mandell Foundation. www.AviLiberman.net
JEFF APPLEBAUM’s comedy examines his particular life experiences, which include being the only white kid on his Little League team in Queens, having a Chinese wife who orders from take-out menus in fluent Mandarin, and raising a teenage son who calls himself "Jewnese" because he says it sounds better than "Chine-ish." Jeff recently made his national TV debut on the "Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson." He has also been seen on Comedy.TV, Byron Allen's nationally syndicated Entertainment Studios program and has also opened for comic legends including Robert Klein, Richard Lewis, Robin Williams, and Kevin Pollak. Jeff was cast by the late Buddy Hackett's son, Sandy Hackett, to play the principal role of Joey Bishop in the long-running musical tribute "The Rat Pack Is Back" in San Francisco, Chicago, Manchester, NH, and Las Vegas. Jeff also appears in the blockbuster film "The Pursuit of Happyness" starring Will Smith. Prior to comedy, Jeff worked as an engineer, using his two degrees from MIT. Along with performing, he is currently developing the Comedy Channel for Aha Radio and lives with his wife and three children in Silicon Valley. www.JeffApplebaum.com
LISA GEDULDIG is a San Francisco-based comic and comedy producer. She’s originally from New Yawk where her entire suburban block was Jewish except the Mazzolas next door who had on their lawn the largest Nativity scene in the history of the world. Lisa is the creator, producer, and MC of a variety of comedy shows: Kung Pao Kosher Comedy; The George Bush Going Away Party: An Evening of Political Comedy; Funny Girlz: A Smorgasbord of Women Comedians; The Color of Funny: A Multi-Culty Comedy Show; A Muslim, A Mormon, and A Jew Walk into A Bar: The Comedy of Religion. Lisa has produced Charo twice The Herbst Theatre. For the past 2 years, she has been running a monthly show Comedy Returns to El Rio at El Rio in San Francisco’s Mission District where she began her comedy career 22 years ago. Lisa has also recently become a filmmaker; her first film, "Esther & Me," a profile of octogenarian, Esther Weintraub, a former comedian (Funny Girlz 2003), and resident at The Jewish Home San Francisco is making the rounds on the film festival circuit. 
THIS YEAR’S BENEFICIARIES:

Over the past 18 years, Kung Pao has raised 10’s of 1000’s of dollars and awareness for different organizations.  In keeping with the Jewish tradition of tzedakah (charity, in Hebrew - tied in with a sense of duty and social responsibility), each year Kung Pao donates partial proceeds to organizations and causes we believe in. Kung Pao loves seniors! This year we have chosen 2 senior organizations (one for humans; one for pooches) as our beneficiaries.
The Jewish Family and Children's Services’ L'Chaim Adult Day Health Care Center has been providing medical, rehabilitative, and social services to thousands of elderly and disabled clients, mostly low-income Russian Jews, in San Francisco since 1999. Due to drastic government funding cuts, L’Chaim and all other Adult Day Health Care programs across the state of California will be forced to close on December 1st, leaving our frailest, most vulnerable community members at risk of falls, emergency room visits, premature institutional care, and isolation. Kung Pao Kosher Comedy’s donation to L'Chaim will help Jewish Family and Children's Services (JFCS) continue to provide case management, home care, and socialization activities to its neediest clients, helping to support vital services to keep the elders safe and independent in their homes and community even though L’Chaim will cease to operate as it has for 12 years. Through December 31st, all new or increased donations to JFCS will be matched dollar-for-dollar by JFCS’ Board of Directors. Donations may be made on-line at ssl.charityweb.net/jfcs or by phone at (415) 449-1256. For more information on L'Chaim, visit www.tinyurl.com/JFCS-SrCtr - This recent article in J. the Jewish news weekly of Northern California talks about the impact of budget cuts on seniors and on L’Chaim: www.tinyurl.com/J-JFCS-SrCtr
Muttville Senior Dog Rescue is a Bay Area non-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of senior dogs. Muttville's mission is to change the way the world thinks about and treats older dogs and to create better lives for them through rescue, foster, adoption and hospice. Muttville reaches out to senior and special needs rescue dogs; finds suitable homes for those dogs that are adoptable; and offers end of life care for those that are not. These are not just shelter dogs; every day dogs are moved from loving homes to concrete cages because their guardians have died or moved or simply can't care for them anymore. Muttville rescues these worthy dogs and finds them new homes. Muttville was started in 2007 by Sherri Franklin, a long-time animal advocate, rescue worker (and nice Jewish girl).  In 1995, she began caring for dogs for the SF/SPCA that were considered “unadoptable” because of medical problems, behavior issues, or other challenges. And thus, Muttville was born. For more info: www.muttville.org
Past Kung Pao beneficiaries: www.koshercomedy.com/kungpao/beneficiaries.php
Kung Pao Kosher Comedy™ Calendar Listing:

WHAT:

The 19th Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy™ - Jewish comedy on Christmas in a Chinese Restaurant  

Featuring: Elayne Boosler, Avi Liberman, Jeff Applebaum, and Lisa Geduldig

WHEN:

Friday, December 23 thru Sunday, December 25, 2011
Friday, December 23 & Saturday, December 24:

•6:00 pm Dinner Show: 7-course Chinese banquet

Cost: $62

•9:30 pm Cocktail Show: Vegie egg rolls



Cost: $42

AND

Sunday, December 25:

 (To honor the state bird of Florida, the EARLY BIRD, these shows are 1 hour earlier.) 

•5:00 pm Dinner Show: 7-course Chinese banquet. 

Cost: $62

•8:30 pm Cocktail Show: Vegie egg rolls. 


Cost: $42

WHERE:


New Asia Restaurant  

772 Pacific Ave. (between Grant & Stockton) 

San Francisco, CA

TICKETS:


$62 for Dinner Show tickets and $42 for Cocktail Show tickets
Buy on-line: www.koshercomedy.com OR by phone: 925-275-9005

INFO:



Visit our Vorld Vide Veb Site: www.koshercomedy.com OR call 415-522-3737

PARTIAL PROCEEDS BENEFIT:

JFCS’ L'Chaim Adult Day Health Care Center AND Muttville Senior Dog Rescue
PRESS:


To arrange interviews, contact Lisa Geduldig at (415) 431-7363 or lisag@igc.org 

300 dpi jpegs of comics are available upon request or can be downloaded at www.koshercomedy.com/press  
